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Email subject line suggestions:
· Help me end hygiene poverty
· Why are gold bars VAT free but soap is taxed at 20%
· Nearly 1 in 5 UK adults have gone without a hygiene product in the last six months
Dear [MP’s name]
I am writing to you as a concerned constituent and supporter of The Hygiene Bank’s #StopTheSoapTax campaign, urging the UK Government to remove VAT on soap. I ask for your support in addressing the urgent issue of hygiene poverty by signing this urgent petition.
Currently, soap -and other essential hygiene products- are subject to a 20% VAT rate, treating them as non-essential items. In contrast, tax exemptions are granted for goods such as lobsters, gold bars, and works of art. This classification disproportionately affects low-income individuals and families, making it harder for them to maintain basic hygiene and forcing them to choose between putting food on the table or staying clean. With the cost-of-living soaring, urgent action is needed to ensure hygiene basics are accessible to all.
Hygiene poverty has gone from marginal to mainstream: nearly 1 in 5 UK adults have gone without at least one hygiene product in the last six months. 12% of parents experiencing hygiene poverty say their children have missed school. 15% could not attend a job interview. Hygiene poverty is reaching people who previously felt secure.
Soap is one of the most effective tools for preventing illness and disease. It is a necessity, not a luxury. Removing VAT on soap would be a small but significant step in tackling hygiene poverty and improving public health.
I urge you to support this campaign by:
1. Signing and championing the #StopTheSoapTax petition to remove VAT on soap.
2. Raising this issue in Parliament to push for a policy change.

No one should have to choose between eating and staying clean. Your support and advocacy can make a real difference in the lives of millions of families across the country.
Sincerely,
[Your name]
[Your Address]

Source – Time to Act: Hygiene Poverty in the UK in 2026, In Kind Direct and The Hygiene Bank research report, October 2026
thehygienebank.com   |     @thehygienebank
The Hygiene Bank is a registered charity in England and Wales: 1181267 and in Scotland: SC049895.
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